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The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announcements. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These announcements are available for download at http://www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
December 5–6
Adopt a Family


It’s not too early to think about helping out a family at Christ-mas. Each year, the Department of Parish Life and Services sponsors an Adopt a Family program that enables individuals and parishes to assist families who are struggling to make ends meet.


Parishes and Catholic social service agencies submit stories about local families who are in need. These families reside in every county of the archdiocese and represent every age and ethnic origin. They are screened by the sponsoring parishes and agencies and are identified by number, to remain confidential.


The Adopt a Family list can be found at www.aodonline.org. All the funds collected will be distributed through the sponsor, not directly by the Archdiocese of Detroit. Donors may request their gift be given to a specific family or evenly split between all families. For more details, call 313–237–4696.

Persons who wish to participate in the Adopt a Family program should make checks payable to the Department of Parish Life and Services and send them to: Archdiocese of Detroit, Department of Parish Life and Services, 305 Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor, Detroit, MI 48226. Include your name and address if you would like an acknow-ledgement for tax purposes. One may also donate by credit card at www.AODonline.org/AdoptAFamily.
Suggest a Patron Saint for the Archdiocese until Dec. 8

Catholics of all ages still have a chance to help select a patron saint for the Archdiocese of Detroit. The archdiocese has never officially had a patron, so Archbishop Allen Vigneron has asked the faithful for their help in selecting one. Until December 8, Catholics may submit suggestions as to whom should be patron saint of the Archdiocese. 

     For more information, or to submit your own suggestion online, please visit the Web at www.aodonline.org/patronsaint. 
Make a Gift through an IRA Charitable Rollover


Normally, if you take a distribution from your IRA, this money is taxed as ordinary income. However, tax legislation enacted in October 2008 extends the opportunity for the remainder of 2009 for individuals 70½ or older to make a direct distribution from your IRA to a qualified charity, such as your parish, the Catholic Services Appeal, the Archdiocese of Detroit Endow–ment Foundation, Sacred Heart Major Seminary or another archdiocesan institution. Such qualified direct distributions to charity from your IRA are not subject to income tax. 


For more information about how you and the Church can benefit from an IRA charitable rollover, contact your parish office or the Archdiocese of Detroit Office of Planned Giving at (313) 883–8771.

FLOWER: Families Live Out the Word in Everyday Routines

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.

John the Baptist reminded the people that they were called in their particular time and place to prepare for the Lord. We too are called in our particular time and place to prepare the way of the Lord—to build the kingdom here and now. Advent is a time to look forward, not back. As a family, we look at who we are today. What are we doing in work and in school? Where and how are we living? What do we need to improve or change? What do we need to celebrate and remember? How is God present in our lives and how do we manifest that presence to one another?
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“I give thanks to my God always, remembering you in my prayers …so that your partnership in the faith may become effective in recognizing every good there is in us leads us to Christ” (Philemon 1:4,6). Is the good in you leading you to Christ as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit the Web site at www.vocationsdetroit.org.
-- MORE --

Vigil and Mass to Honor

Our Lady of Guadalupe


Bring her flowers, bring her your family, bring her your heart…
     At 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 11, Archbishop Allen Vigneron will celebrate Mass at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in honor of the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. A rosary program will precede the Mass, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Bishop Daniel Flores will concelebrate the bilingual liturgy. The Cathedral is located at 9844 Woodward Ave. in Detroit.
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Parents feel outclassed by Twitter, FaceBook and MTV as they battle for their children’s attention. Our high–tech culture can make a parent feel like an outdated “voice crying out in the wilderness.” As God came to John the Baptist “in the wilderness,” God is with you in your “wilderness” moments as a parent.
December 12–13
Adopt a Family for Christmas


As Christmas draws near, many local families are struggling to meet direct financial needs such as food, prescription costs, rent, and utilities. Why not adopt one of these families for Christmas?


To read about some of the families who are in need, visit www.AODonline.org/AdoptAFamily. These families represent every age and ethnic origin and reside in every county of the archdiocese.


You can help them by participating in the Adopt a Family program sponsored by the Department of Parish Life & Services. Each family has been screened by sponsoring parishes and agencies and is identified by a number to remain confidential.


Donors may request their gift be given to a specific family or evenly split between all families. For more details, call 313–237–4696.


Persons wishing to donate to the Adopt a Family program should make checks payable to the Department of Parish Life & Services. Send your donation to the Department of Parish Life a Services, 305 Michigan Ave., 10th Floor, Detroit, MI 48226. Be sure to include your name and address if you would like to receive an acknowledgement for tax pur–poses. One may also donate se–curely online using a credit card.

All funds collected will be distributed through the sponsor, not directly by the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Enroll for Winter Term


Sacred Heart Major Seminary has developed lay diploma and degree programs that prepare you to serve the Church in professional ways: as catechists, religious education directors, liturgical coordinators, youth ministers and music ministers, to name just a few.


Why not get started during Winter Term 2010 on your journey toward a new career in ministry? Call 313–883–8520 to speak with an admissions counselor. New student admis-sions ends December 15. Classes start January 11, 2010. 

Widowed Friends


Widowed Friends offers grief support for men and women of all ages, geared toward healing, spiritual enrichment, and a new sense of purpose. For information and an application, call Rose at (586) 726–0844, Justine at (734) 455–6939, or visit us online at www.widowedfriends.org. 
FLOWER: Families Live Out the Word in Everyday Routines

What should we do?


We are half way through Advent, preparing for the birth of Christ–not in the literal sense, for he was born over two thousand years ago, but in the metaphorical sense. How might we allow him to be born anew in us? We, too, ask what should we do—and we are reminded by John the Baptist to do what parents and grand-parents, godparents, guardians and caring adults do best: teach your children to share with others, to care about others, and to strive to be fair and just in all that you do. Advent is a good time to ask ourselves how well we are doing at teaching these things.
Bethany

Bethany is a Catholic organi-zation that provides spiritual, social, and educational assistance to Christians who are divorced or separated. For more information, visit the Bethany Web site at www.BethanyofSoutheasternMichigan.org or telephone Carol at 248–390–7771 or Michelle at 313–996–8644.
[image: image3.jpg]




“What ought we to do?” Let joy and gladness show forth in you. You are called to be in the presence of Jesus (Luke3:10–18). If you think you are being called to the priesthood, contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


When the crowds in today’s gospel asked “What shall we do?” the Baptist was very clear: share. Resist giving token obligatory Christmas gifts. Instead, give necessities to the poor. If those who have nothing or very little are not on your Christmas list, you missed the point of Christmas. 
-- MORE --

December 19–20
National Marriage Encounter


National Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience of redis-covery for couples who want to make their good marriages even better. For more information, call Rich and Fran at 586–838–4447 or Tim and Ann at 248–634–8924, or visit www.national–marriage– encounter.org. 
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Mary was excited with her first pregnancy and rushed to tell her cousin. Some consider children as a liability, a “mouth to feed” or an obstacle to a career. While Christmas is “for children” it is also “for adults to appreciate the gift children are to us.”

FLOWER: Families Live Out the Word in Everyday Routines

Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.


A young, unwed girl. An elderly, barren woman. Both were pregnant because they trusted in God. And without them, the Scriptures could not have been fulfilled. How many times in our lives and in the lives of our family members have we found ourselves in situations we did not plan nor could we have imagined? How many times have we thought, “Oh my God, how am I (are we) going to get through this?” Like Mary and Elizabeth, when we are able to quiet ourselves and hear the voice of God and allow ourselves to trust that voice, we discover that not only can we get through it, but we find blessings and opportunities for growth.
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Mary trusted the Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled. Step out in faith and God will be there to guide you (Luke 1:39–45). Is God guiding you to be a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit the Web site at www.vocationsdetroit.org.
December 26–27
 A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Because Jesus did not tell his parents his plans to stay in Jerusalem, Mary and Joseph were distraught and probably felt negligent and guilty. Like the Holy Family, parents today operate with the same deficit because children don’t disclose all their plans. Despite the centuries, the problems of parenting are the same.
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Jesus grew in wisdom, age, and grace in the midst of his family. How are you growing in the midst of these challenging times? Is God calling you to the priesthood? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit the Web site at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

FLOWER: Families Live Out the Word in Everyday Routines

And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.


Every parent, grandparent, godparent, guardian and caring adult can relate to the fear and anxiety shared by Mary and Joseph in today’s Gospel. Some-times our children are physically missing, like Jesus. Other times, it might be illness or accident, it might be rebellion or poor decision making, it might be depression or invincibility or something else, but we’ve shared the emotion and the worry. Like Mary, we hold these things in our heart. Like Jesus, it is through their experiences and our responses that our children also grow in wisdom, age and favor before God and others. 
Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse


To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan Web site at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 

###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







