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The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announce-ments. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These an-nouncements are available at www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
September 4–5
Beginning Experience Weekends 


Beginning Experience Weekends are for persons who are widowed, separated or divorced. The next BE weekend is scheduled for October 1-3, 2010. For details, call Debbie at 248-351-0368, Sue at 248-219-9417, Toni at 248-549-1162, or Nancy at 248-549-1652, or visit us on our website at www.BeginningExperience.org. 
Annual Mass for Those Who

Have Disabilities is Sept. 12

On Sunday September 12, the Archdiocese of Detroit, supported by the Knights of Columbus, will sponsor the seventh annual Mass for those who have a disability. This year’s theme is “The Grace of our Lord has been Abundant.” 


The liturgy will be held at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral (on Woodward, enter off Trowbridge) at 11 a.m. Archbishop Allen Vigneron will preside and be the homilist. The Mass will be signed, and there will be assisted hearing devices and worship material in Braille available.


This is an opportunity to share our faith and to support in-dividuals who have disabilities, their caregivers and family mem-bers. Refreshments will be served after the liturgy. RSVP or identify special needs by calling 313-237-5978.
Marriage: A Natural and

Spiritual Blessing

     “While marriage is a special blessing for Christians because of the grace of Christ, marriage is also a natural blessing and gift for everyone in all times and cul-tures. It is a source of blessing to the couple, to their families, and to society and includes the wondrous gift of co-creating human life.”

This is an excerpt from the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan.” To read the document, visit the Web at www.usccb.org/loveandlife/.
Word of Life


Every human being, at every stage and condition, is willed and loved by God. For this reason, every human life is sacred. To deprive someone of life is a grave wrong and a grave dishonor to God. Because we are created in the image of God, who is Love, our identity and our vocation is to love. Pope Benedict has called this “the key to our entire existence.”
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“None of you can become My disciple if you do not give up all your possessions” (Luke 14:22). Are you being called to discipleship as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313-237-5875 or visit the website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


In today’s Gospel a king and a builder failed to plan properly and met with ridicule and defeat. Plan to spend time with the people most important to you. Don’t leave it to chance. Plan ahead. Who in your family needs your time, your forgiveness? Don’t get caught wondering “Where did the time go?” Like the builder in the Gospel, when we fail to plan, we plan to fail.

September 11–12
Volunteer Dentists, Hygienists and Assistants Needed


St. Vincent de Paul, Detroit, is looking for volunteer dentists, dental hygienists and dental assistants for their well-equipped Dental Clinic on 3000 Gratiot Ave., Detroit, that serves the underprivileged. For more infor-mation contact Pat Adamcik, at 313-393-2931 or by email at padamcik@svdpdet.org
Love and Life in the Divine

Plan: What Is Marriage?

     “Marriage is a lifelong part-nership of the whole of life, of mutual and exclusive fidelity, established by mutual consent between a man and a woman, and ordered towards the good of the spouses and the procreation of offspring.” 

     This is an excerpt from the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan.” To read the document, visit the Web at www.usccb.org/loveandlife/.
-- MORE --

Soup Kitchen Garden

Dedication and Open House


The dedication of a garden and sign commemorating the site of the original Capuchin soup kit-chen and garden will be part of an open house to be held Sunday, October 3, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Solanus Casey Center 1780 Mount Elliott, Detroit.


The event will also mark the 50th anniversary of the Father Solanus Guild. There will be tours of the center and grounds, along with food and refreshments.


For more information, visit the Web at www.solanuscenter.org. Persons planning on attending are asked to RSVP to Br. Richard Merling, OFM Cap, at 313-570-2100 x161.


The Solanus Casey Center is a ministry of the Capuchin Fran-ciscan Friars of the Province of St. Joseph. Inspired by the Venerable Solanus Casey, it strives to be a place of pilgrimage, healing, rec-onciliation, and peace. The Cen-ter is located at 1780 Mt. Elliott, approximately 3 blocks north of Jefferson, just east of downtown Detroit.

Word of Life


How we care for an unexpected child, a parent suffering from cognitive impairment, or an infant with a disability does not reflect the degree of their humanity, but our own. We are as dependent on them as they are on us. There can be no compromise with the standard Jesus set and continually calls us to: The measure of love is to love without measure.
The Manhattan Declaration:

Protecting Religious Freedom

     It is ironic that those who today assert a right to kill the unborn, aged and disabled and also a right to engage in immoral sexual practices, and even a right to have relationships integrated around these practices be recognized and blessed by law — such persons claiming these “rights” are very often in the vanguard of those who would trample upon the freedom of others to express their religious and moral commitments to the sanctity of life and to the dignity of marriage as the conjugal union of husband and wife.     

     These are words from the Manhattan Declaration, drafted to bring about a movement of Christians who will stand together alongside other men and women of goodwill to advance the sanctity of human life, rebuild and revitalize the marriage culture, and protect religious liberty. Archbishop Allen Vigneron encourages all faithful to learn more about the Declaration, and the values it espouses, at www.aodonline.org/manhattan. 
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“This brother of yours was dead and has come back to life” (Luke 15:1–32). Do you want to bring others to life in Christ as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313-237-5875 or visit the website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Parents are like the shepherd in the Gospel who did not give up until the lost sheep was found. We can’t rest if one of our children has wandered away. A parent’s persistent love gives a glimpse of the unconditional love of God, Our Father, for each of us.

September 18–19
Bethany 


Bethany is a Catholic organi-zation that provides spiritual, social and educational assistance to divorced or separated Chris-tians through peer-to-peer min-istry. For information, please visit the Bethany Web site at www.BethanyofSoutheasternMichigan.org or telephone Michelle at 313-520-5583.

National Marriage Encounter


National Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience of re-discovery for couples who want to make their good marriages even better. For more information, call Rich and Fran at 586–838–4447 or Tim and Ann at 248–634–8924, or go to the Web: www.national–marriage–encounter.org.
Love and Life in the

Divine Plan: Children

     “Marriage is not merely a private institution. It is the foundation for the family, where children learn the values and virtues that will make good Christians as well as good citizens. The importance of mar-riage for children and for the up-bringing of the next generation highlights the importance of mar-riage for all society.” 

     This is an excerpt from the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan.” To read the document, visit the Web at www.usccb.org/loveandlife/.
Word of Life


Euthanasia or deliberately tak-ing of the life of someone who is sick, dying, disabled or mentally ill is morally unacceptable. The Church calls for the ordinary care owed to a sick person, but medical procedures that are burdensome, dangerous or extraordinary are not necessary. If you are unsure about the moral implications of health care procedures that are being proposed for someone you love, contact your pastor or the archdiocese’s Respect Life Aposto-late. They will be happy to help you consider approaches that are in accordance with our Church’s teaching about care for those who are sick or dying.

-- MORE --
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“No servant can serve two masters” (Luke 16:13). Whom do you choose to follow? If God is calling you to follow him as a priest, contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5875 or visit the website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Because it takes time to learn the lesson in today’s Gospel, it is important children are given the opportunities to be “trustworthy in small matters” so they learn to be “trustworthy in large matters” and “trustworthy with what belongs to another.”
September 25–26
Love and Life in the Divine

Plan: Two become One

     “Marriage, the clinging together of husband and wife as one flesh, is based on the fact that man and woman are both different and the same. They are different as male and female, but the same as human persons who are uniquely suited to be partners or helpmates for each other. The difference between man and woman, however, cannot be restricted to their bodies, as if the body could be separated from the rest of the human person. The human person is a union of body and soul as a single being. Man and woman are two different ways of being a human person.” 

     This is an excerpt from the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan.” To read the document, visit the Web at www.usccb.org/loveandlife/.
Word of Life


Everything in our days – our work, our sufferings, our prayer, our ministries – everything we do and experience is meant to be offered to God as a spiritual sacrifice. All of our work for the unborn child, the poor and the disabled; all of our work for immigration justice and the dignity of marriage and the family: All of it should be offered for the praise and glory of God’s name and for the salvation of our brothers and sisters.
Overnight Discernment

Retreat for Women


Friday, October 29, Our Lady of Consolation Retreat Center in Cary, Ohio, is hosting an overnight discernment retreat for women. Women ages 18–35 are invited to explore consecrated religious life and the charisms of various women’s religious communities in and around the Diocese of Toledo. Registration is $25, scholarships available. To register or for more information, contact Mrs. Yvonne Dubielak at the Office of Vocations, Diocese of Toledo, at 419–244–6711, ext. 323, or e-mail ydubielak@toledodiocese.org. 
National Pregnancy and

Infant Loss Mass


You are invited to a Mass celebrated by His Excellency Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit, to com-memorate National Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month. A blessing will be given to married couples who desire a baby. A prayer will be offered for families who have lost a pregnancy, infant, baby, or child. This Mass will be celebrated on October 3 at 11:00 a.m. at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, 9844 Woodward Avenue, Detroit. RSVP on the archdiocese Web site at  www.aodonline.org/nfp/mass; by phone at 313–237–4679; or by e-mail to nfp@aod.org. Please tell us your name and the number of adults and number of children under 12 attending.
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

How could the rich man miss someone “lying at his door?” What blinded him? He wasn’t a bad person; the Gospel showed he loved his family. Today’s Gospel warns it is not enough to be attentive to our family; we need also to care for those in desperate need. 
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“But you, man of God…pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness. Compete well for the faith” (1 Timothy 6:11–12). Is God calling you to pursue your vocation as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313-237-5875 or visit the website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse

 To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll-free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan Web site at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







